The State Farm Wade Trophy and the State Farm/WBCA
Players of the Year Announced
DENVER (April 2, 2012) - Brittney Griner of Baylor University is the winner of the 2012
State Farm® Wade Trophy, the Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA)
announced tonight during the second annual WBCA Awards Show. The prestigious
award, regarded as "The Heisman of Women's Basketball," is presented annually to the
NCAA Division I Player of the Year by the WBCA and the National Association for Girls
and Women in Sport (NAGWS).
The WBCA also announced the State Farm/WBCA Players of the Year in other collegiate
divisions. Kari Daugherty of Ashland University was named NCAA Division II player of
the year, Caroline Stedman of Amherst College was named NCAA Division III player of
the year, Tugce Canitez of Westmont College was named NAIA player of the year, and
Sha'Kayla Caples of Trinity Valley Community College was named the
junior/community college player of the year.
"It has truly been a pleasure watching Brittney compete on the basketball court this
season," said WBCA CEO Beth Bass. "Brittney is the best of the best and earned this
honor by showcasing the highest level of play in the game during the 2011-12
season. I am honored to present the State Fame Wade Trophy to her on behalf of the
WBCA and the NAGWS. Congratulations Brittney."
Griner, a 6-foot-8 post, has led Baylor to its second NCAA® Women's Final Four® in
three seasons and a perfect 39-0 mark. She is averaging 23.2 points, 9.4 rebounds
and 5.2 blocks per game while shooting 60.7 percent from the floor and 80.3 percent
from the free throw line. Griner has twice been named an All-American by the WBCA,
AP, USBWA and Wooden Award and is a two-time WBCA Defensive Player of the Year.
She was named most outstanding player of the Des Moines Regional and the Big 12
Championship, Big 12 Player of the Year, Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year and is a
finalist for every major postseason award.
"State Farm is proud of the achievement of these amazing women," said Pam El,
marketing vice president for State Farm. "We are happy to support this outstanding
program that celebrates their hard work and dedication."
The State Farm Wade Trophy, now in its 35th year, is named after the late, legendary
three-time national champion Delta State University coach, Lily Margaret Wade. The
award debuted in 1978 as the first-ever women's national player of the year award in
college basketball.
The first recipient of the Wade Trophy was Carol Blazejowski of Montclair State in

1978. Other Wade Trophy/NCAA Division I Player of the Year recipients include many
standouts such as Teresa Weatherspoon (1988), DeLisha Milton-Jones (1997),
Candace Parker (2007), Ticha Penicheiro (1998), Sue Bird (2002) and Diana Taurasi
(2003).
The WBCA and the NAGWS first partnered in June 2000 and for the past ten years have
worked together to present The State Farm Wade Trophy player of the year award. A
committee composed of coaches, administrators and media from across the United
States selects the winner.
State Farm/WBCA collegiate players of the year:
Kari Daugherty, Ashland University, NCAA Division II
Daugherty, a 6-foot-1 forward/guard from Fresno, Ohio, ranked atop the nation's
Division II leader board in rebounds per game (14.1) and double-doubles (27 in 35
contests) and among the nation's top 10 in points per game (No. 7 with 21.3). After
nearly breaking a national record with a 22-rebound performance in the NCAA
Division II quarterfinals, Daugherty led her Ashland Eagles to a runner-up finish in the
Division II National Championship game March 23.
Caroline Stedman, Amherst College, NCAA Division III
Stedman, a 5-foot-10 senior guard from Walpole, Mass., was the leading scorer (14.1
points) for No. 4 Amherst (31-2), which reached the NCAA Division III Women's Final
Four for the fourth consecutive year. Stedman's class is only the second group of
seniors in NCAA Division III history to earn a berth in the Women's Final Four in all
four years of their collegiate careers.
Tugce Canitez, Westmont College, NAIA
Canitez, a 6-foot-2 junior forward from Izmir, Turkey, tallied 19.1 points and pulled
down 10.5 rebounds per game while leading the Westmont Warriors to a 31-4 record,
Golden State Athletic Conference Tournament title and a No. 1 seed in the NAIA
Division I Women's Basketball Tournament.
Sha'Kayla Caples, Trinity Valley Community College, Junior/Community College
Caples, a 5-foot-11 sophomore forward for undefeated Trinity Valley (36-0). The
NJCAA Division I National Champions looked to Caples throughout 2011-12 as she
poured in team-leading numbers for much of the season.
The State Farm/WBCA Players of the Year are selected by committees composed of
WBCA-member coaches within the respective membership divisions.
About State Farm®
State Farm and its affiliates are the largest provider of car insurance in the U.S. and is
a leading insurer in Canada. In addition to providing auto insurance quotes, their
17,800 agents and more than 65,000 employees serve 81 million policies and
accounts - more than 79 million auto, home, life and health policies in the United
States and Canada, and nearly 2 million bank accounts. Commercial auto insurance,
along with coverage for renters, business owners, boats and motorcycles, is also
available. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company is the parent of the State
Farm family of companies. State Farm is ranked No. 37 on the Fortune 500 list of
largest companies. For more information, please visit http://www.statefarm.com or in

Canada http://www.statefarm.ca.
About the NAGWS:
The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS) was established to
develop and deliver equitable and quality sport opportunities for ALL girls and women
through relevant research, advocacy, leadership development, educational strategies,
and programming in a manner that promotes social justice and change.
About the WBCA:
Founded in 1981, the Women's Basketball Coaches Association promotes women's
basketball by unifying coaches at all levels to develop a reputable identity for the
sport and to foster and promote the development of the game as a sport for women
and girls. The WBCA is pleased to join the women's sports community in
commemorating the 40th anniversary of Title IX, which was passed by Congress on
June 23, 1972, and provides females with equal opportunities in athletics in the U.S.
For more information on the WBCA, please visit wbca.org.

