Kelly Schmidt Named State Farm/WBCA NAIA Player of the
Year
ATLANTA, Ga. (March 15, 2006) -- The Women's Basketball Coaches Association
(WBCA) announced today that Vanguard University's junior Kelly Schmidt has been
named the State Farm/WBCA National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)
Player of the Year. The WBCA presents this award annually to the top players in each
of the following WBCA collegiate divisions (NCAA Divisions II, III, NAIA and JC/CC) and
high school.
"On behalf of the WBCA, I would like to congratulate Kelly Schmidt for earning the
outstanding honor of being named State Farm/WBCA NAIA Player of the Year," said
WBCA CEO Beth Bass. "Her work ethic and persistence athletically and academically
have merited her with this achievement."
For the second consecutive year, Schmidt was named as the Golden State Athletic
Conference (GSAC) Player of the Year. This season, the junior led the conference in
scoring, averaging 20.9 points per game. She also averaged 2.5 assists per game, 7.9
rebounds per game and 2.0 steals per game. Serving as team captain, she has been
named GSAC Player of the Week six times and also broke Vanguard University's
scoring record.
Her team remained at the number one spot through the entire season holding a 32-4
record and is to compete in the NAIA Division Women's Basketball Championship
Tournament. Last year as a sophomore, Schmidt was honored on the NAIA AllAmerica First Team, and was named to the WBCA/Kodak All-America Team and the
NAIA All-Tournament Team.
"Congratulations to Kelly Schmidt on being selected the State Farm/WBCA Player of
the Year," said Mark D. Gibson, Assistant Vice President of Advertising at State Farm.
"This is a wonderful honor for such an outstanding student-athlete and we concur
with Beth, and look forward to seeing Kelly Schmidt fulfill the rest of her basketball
dreams."
The State Farm/WBCA Player of the Year Award is selected by the seven-member
WBCA Player of the Year Committee, which consists of one WBCA-member coach from
each of the six WBCA NAIA Regions and the committee chair.
Schmidt will be formally presented her award at the WBCA Awards Luncheon
presented by State Farm and Jostens on Sunday, April 2 at 12:30 p.m. (ET) in the
Hynes Convention Center Ballroom. The State Farm/WBCA Player of the Year
presentation is part of the 2006 WBCA National Convention held in conjunction with

the NCAA® Women's Final Four® in Boston, Mass. This year the WBCA celebrates its
Silver Anniversary, marking 25 years of existence.
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