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Division II Committees

On pages 18-19, you can see how Division II governs it’s day-to-day needs. 

Starting on the left-side of the page, the division has it’s own committees that review current legislation and can propose changes to the membership. Proposed changes to legislation may be reviewed by multiple committees. For example…..

*Does anyone currently serve or has served on committees within the structure? 
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From there, we move to the right side, where all proposals are reviewed by Management Council, which is composed of 29 voting members including directors of athletics, senior woman administrators, faculty athletics representatives, conference administrators and two student-athlete representatives form the national Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 
A unique fact in Division II is that starting in 2016, the two SAAC members who sit on Management Council actually cast a vote in additional to the “one institution, one vote” structure that the division operates. 

Management Council reviews proposals and can take several positions – they could refer back to the original committee; they could recommend the proposal for legislative vote by the entire membership or send proposals to Presidents Council for review if they believe the proposal is presidential in nature (for example, if there is a financial or strategic plan impact, conflicts with the DIII philosophy, etc.)

In Division II, the highest ranking governing body is the Presidents Council, which is comprised of 16 chancellors and presidents from the division's membership. 

Presidents Council implements policies adopted by the Board of Governors, establishes strategic plans for the division, develops and approves the division’s budget and approves championships regulations. 

Additionally, the Presidents Council sponsors legislative proposals from the governance structure to be considered at the convention for vote by the membership, and can even adopt administrative bylaws and regulations without the approval of members. 




 Two ways to propose legislation changes:
 Governance sponsored.
 Membership sponsored.

 Legislative reports must include:
 Bylaws that are impacted.
 Type of legislation.
 Rationale and how it supports the division’s 

philosophy. 
 Student-athlete and budget impacts.
 Effective date.
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So let’s talk about how changes to legislation are proposed. 

There are two ways for changes to legislation in Division II can be proposed:
Governance-sponsored – meaning changes are proposed either by Association wide or Division II committees OR
Membership-sponsored – meaning changes are proposed by schools and conferences. In order to be sponsored by the membership, either 15 Division II active member schools or 2 active and voting Division II conferences need to act as sponsors. 

If legislation changes are proposed within the governance structures (in other words by committees) it is pushed to the Management Council for review. Management Council reviews and can either sponsor directly or recommend to Presidents Council to sponsor.

An example of what these reports look like are on pages 20 and 21 of your workbook. 

As you can see legislation reports must include: 
Bylaws that are impacted
The type of legislation; 
The rationale and how it supports the division’s philosophy
Any student-athlete and budget impacts; and 
The effective date.





 July 15: Membership-sponsored proposals must be submitted. 

 August 15: Membership-sponsored proposals are published on NCAA.org.

 September 1: Deadline for President Council to sponsor legislation. 

 September 15: Final revisions to membership-sponsored proposals are due.

 September 23: Revised membership-sponsored proposals are published on 
NCAA.org again. Committee-sponsored proposals are also now posted 
online. 

 November 1: Any amendments to original proposals and any resolutions are 
due. 

 November 15: An Official Notice of legislation is delivered to high-ranking 
individuals, including the president and athletics directors.
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Finally, along the bottom of pages 18-19, you will see the Legislative Calendar. 

By July 15 each year, membership-sponsored proposals must be submitted to the national office. 

By August 15, these proposed ideas are published on NCAA.org so schools and conference can review them and being to develop ideas. 

September 1 is then the deadline  for President Council to sponsor legislation to be voted on. 

And final revisions to membership-sponsored proposals are due September 15. 

By September 23, proposals are again published online and now also include proposals from the membership and committee structure. 

By November 1, any amendments to original proposals and any resolutions are due

Finally, an official Division II “notice of legislation” is delivered to high-ranking individuals at schools, including the president and athletic directors, on November 15.

Presidents and commissioners should be using this time and the time up to convention speaking with their athletics administrators, coaches, student-athletes, member schools and so on so they are informed about theirs, or the case of the president their designee’s, vote at Convention in January. 





 Proposal No. 2017-1: Expenses from an Outside Sponsor.
 Permits receipt of actual and necessary expenses from an outside sponsor other than an 

agent, booster or professional sports team.
 Since funds can be earmarked, it is permissible to raise funds through crowdfunding sites.
 Any additional monies would need to be donated to team or organization general fund.
 Does not change application for institutional fundraisers.
 Aligns Division II legislation with Division I. 

 Immediately effective.



 Proposal No. 2017-5: Permission to Contact from NAIA Institutions
 No longer required to receive permission to contact NAIA prospective student-athletes. 
 Must send courtesy notification to the NAIA institution of intent to recruit before initiating 

contact.
 Similar to NAIA legislation.

 Immediately effective.



 Proposal No. 2017-6: Pre-Enrollment Fees
 Permissible to waive, pay in advance or guarantee payment.
 PSA must have signed a NLI, written offer of financial aid or admission, or paid financial 

deposit in response to admission.

 Immediately effective.



 Proposal No. 2016-11: Independent Medical Care
 Institutions required to establish a structure that ensures that athletics health care providers 

(e.g., team physician, athletic trainers) have unchallengeable autonomous authority over 
medical management and return-to-play decisions for student-athletes.

 Must designate an athletics health care administrator to oversee the structure.

 Effective August 1, 2017.



 Three proposals, effective August 1, 2018:

1. Proposal No. 2017-12: Only athletics aid will count toward team and individual equivalency 
limits.
 All other institutional aid is exempt.
 No changes to outside aid legislation.
 Still have to adhere to cost of attendance limits. 

2. Proposal No. 2017-13: Elimination of term-by-term financial aid agreements.
 Aid agreements must be for a full academic year.
 Exceptions outlined in legislation, similar to Division I.



3. Proposal No. 2017-14: Increases at any time, for any reason.
 Institutional discretion regarding reason for increase.
 Team limits have not changed and cannot award more than a full grant-in-aid.



 Proposal No. 2017-17.

 Revised criteria for medical hardship and season of competition while eligible waivers:
 Injury, illness or extenuating circumstance must occur in the first half of the playing season.
 Student-athlete can participate in 30 percent of the playing season.
 Both calculations based on Bylaw 17 maximums.

 Basketball:
 First half: Prior to the 14th contest.
 30 percent: No more than eight contests. 

 Effective August 1, 2017, for any incapacitating injury or illness, or other extenuating circumstance 
occurring on or after August 1, 2017. 





 Funding was received from the Division II Foundation of the Future Initiative.
 $1.5 million.
 Divisions I and III may show interest in the project as well.

 Two areas of focus:
 Health and safety, working in conjunction with the NCAA Sport Science Institute.
 NCAA rules based education on topics such as recruiting and eligibility.



Project Kick Off February 2017
Coaches Survey March 2017 
 13% of respondents were basketball coaches (men’s 5% / women’s 8%).
 645 coaches across all sports volunteered for focus groups.

Design and Develop Content April 2017 – December 2017
Project Updates June 2017 – March 2018
Roll out of Courses Spring 2018 – Spring 2019

Will use this research and education program to assess options to potentially eliminate 
the coaches test. 
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