
"Classy" Teams Take Home Highest WBCA Honor Off the
 Court

Atlanta, Ga. (July 17, 2007) -- The Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA)
 announced its 2006-2007 Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division I,
 NCAA Division II, NCAA Division III, NAIA and Junior College/Community College. The
 awards recognize teams throughout the nation that have the highest grade point
 averages (GPA) for the 2006-2007 season based upon nominations submitted by
 WBCA-member coaches. 

 "It always brings the WBCA esteemed pleasure to recognize such prominent women's
 basketball programs that have committed themselves on the hardwood and in the
 classroom," said WBCA CEO Beth Bass. "Each of these teams lead by example and have
 set a benchmark of success academically among their peers and in the sport."

Division Institution 2006-07 Head
 Coach GPA Top 25 Range

NCAA I South Dakota State
 University Aaron Johnston 3.693 3.693-3.294

NCAA II Lake Superior State
 University Jamie Pewinski 3.588 3.588-3.315*

NCAA III Hardin-Simmons University Shanna Briggs 3.664 3.664-3.377
NAIA Dana College Brenda Mechels 3.617 3.617-3.290

JC/CC Iowa Lakes Community
 College Brian Radtke 3.590 3.590-2.878**

 *=top 26 range due to tie
 **=top 20 range

 Four of the five top ranking institutions have appeared on the WBCA Academic Top 25
 Honor Roll as least once since the award first started following the 1997-1998
 season. South Dakota State University holds the number one spot for the second year
 in a row. Dana College also continued their reign at the top spot for the second
 consecutive year. Iowa Lakes Community College settled for nothing less than the
 best, as they finished at the top in their first appearance in the WBCA's Academic Top
 25. Also finishing at the top spot for the first time are Lake Superior State University
 and Hardin-Simmons University. These "class-act" teams combine for an average
 3.630 GPA for the 2006-2007 season, up from last year's 3.602. 



 GPAs are calculated by dividing the total number of quality points earned by each
 student-athlete on an institution's roster in the given academic terms by the total
 number of hours earned by the team. The GPAs are rounded to the nearest
 thousandth of a point. 

NCAA Division I
 South Dakota State's Aaron Johnston has guided his team to academic excellence for
 the past three seasons, after joining the NCAA Division I ranks. In 2005, Johnston's
 team sat second in the charts. In 2006, South Dakota State was ranked number one,
 and they continued the legacy this season. They also carried the highest GPA at all
 levels both last year and this year. The Lady Jacks not only had an impressive year
 academically, but athletically as well. They finished the season 25-6 and made a run
 in the postseason's WNIT. 

 "This is another great accomplishment for our team. Our players have always taken
 the award seriously, and it is great to see they have been honored two years in a row,"
 Johnston said. 

 The WBCA Academic Top 25* Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division I is as follows:

School 2006-07 Head
 Coach Team GPA

1 South Dakota State University Aaron Johnston 3.693
2 University Of Northern Iowa Tanya Warren 3.624
3 Saint Bonaventure University Jim Crowley 3.594

4 Montana State University-
Bozeman Tricia Binford 3.557

5 Brown University Jean Marie Burr 3.517
6 Oakland University Beckie Francis 3.515
7 Liberty University Carey Green 3.508
8 Eastern Washington University Wendy Schuller 3.471
9 Niagara University William Agronin 3.457
10 Eastern Illinois University Brady Sallee 3.442
11 Villanova University Harry Perretta 3.432
12 Valparaiso University Keith Freeman 3.419
13 Indiana State University Jim Wiedie 3.398
14 Marist College Brian Giorgis 3.389
15 Western Carolina University Kellie Harper 3.387
16 University Of San Francisco Tanya Haave 3.382
17 Saint Louis University Shimmy Gray-Miller 3.336
18 University Of Wisconsin, Green BayMatthew Bollant 3.334

19 Southern Illinois Univ. at
 Carbondale Dana Eikenberg 3.318

20 University Of Evansville Tricia Cullop 3.313
21 Cleveland State University Kate Peterson 3.310
22 Northern Arizona University Laurie Kelly 3.307
23 Bowling Green State University Curt Miller 3.300



24 Utah Valley State College Cathy Nixon 3.298
25 DePaul University Douglas Bruno 3.294

 NCAA Division II
 Lake Superior State University appears in the WBCA's Academic Top 25 for the second
 time since 1997. The team sat at 14th for their first appearance and jumped to the
 number one spot, following head coach Jamie Pewinski's second year as head coach.
 The squad put up impressive numbers in the classroom and on the court, finishing
 the season 18-9. 

 "Without a doubt our girls dedicate themselves both on the court and in the
 classroom. They are going to be ecstatic to know they were number one," Pewinski
 said. "This is such a good group. This is a demanding position to be in and they
 stepped up and met the challenge." 

 The WBCA Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division II is as follows:

 School 2006-07 Head
 Coach Team GPA

1 Lake Superior State University Jamie Pewinski 3.588
2 University Of Nebraska - Kearney Carol Russell 3.578
3 Regis University Linda Raunig 3.562
4 Michigan Technological University John Barnes 3.553

5 Southwest Minnesota State
 University Mike Jewett 3.521

6 Gannon University Cleve Wright 3.494
7 Winona State University Scott Ballard 3.461
8 Fairmont State University Stephen McDonald 3.459
9 Lewis University Lynn Plett 3.452
10 Abilene Christian University Shawna Lavendar 3.449
11 Hillsdale College Claudette Charney 3.429
12 Seattle Pacific University Julie Van Beek 3.413
13 Upper Iowa University Benjamin Conrad 3.403
14 Shepherd University Jodie Runner 3.393
15 Northern Kentucky University Nancy Winstel 3.385
16 West Virginia Wesleyan Steve Tierney 3.373
17 Northwood University Jeff Curtis 3.371
18 West Texas A&M University Krista Gerlich 3.355
19 Pace University Carrie Seymour 3.347
20 West Liberty State College Lynn Ullom 3.339
21 Adelphi University Kelley Watts 3.332
22 University Of Findlay Kate Cummings 3.331
23 Mars Hill College Jennifer Nance 3.320
24 University Of Nebraska-Omaha Patricia Shearer 3.317



25T Minnesota State University,
 Moorhead Karla Nelson 3.315

25T Rockhurst University Rebecca Morrisey 3.315

 NCAA Division III
 Hardin-Simmons is no stranger to the WBCA's Academic Top 25. The squad made
 appearances in the Top 25 for seven consecutive seasons, from 1997 through 2004.
 After taking a hiatus from the honor, they make their eighth appearance, with their
 first at number one. On the court, the Cowgirls finished a commendable 21-5 for the
 season. 

 "We are extremely honored to be number one in the WBCA Academic Top 25. We set it
 as a goal at the beginning of the year to be number one and we obviously
 accomplished that goal. It is something we strive for," Hardin-Simmons head coach
 Shanna Briggs said. "The girls worked extremely hard and were dedicated to their
 academics. We've always been a team that has stressed academics and for them to
 come through on this goal is really a great accomplishment for them." 

 The WBCA Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division III is as follows:

School 2006-07 Head CoachTeam GPA
1 Hardin-Simmons University Shanna Briggs 3.664
2 McDaniel College Becky Martin 3.625
3 Messiah College Michael Miller 3.582
4 Heidelberg College Karen McConnell 3.571
5 Susquehanna University James Reed 3.563
6 Vassar College Barb Bausch 3.559
7 Greenville College Roy Mulholland 3.538
8 Yeshiva University Karen Green 3.535
9 University Of Puget Sound Suzy Barcomb 3.532
10 Colorado College Kelly Mahlum 3.523
11 Wartburg College Bob Amsberry 3.520
12 Concordia University (Wisconsin) Stacey Brunner 3.459
13T DeSales University Fred Richter 3.457
13T Connecticut College Laura Hungerford 3.457
15T Rhodes College Matt Dean 3.456
15T Baldwin-Wallace College Cheri Harrer 3.456
17 Emory University Christy Thomaskutty 3.454
18 Saint Mary's College (Indiana) Jennifer Henley 3.441
19 Denison University Sara Lee 3.439
20 Castleton State College Tim Barrett 3.432
21 Calvin College John Ross 3.407
22 Millikin University Lori Kerans 3.401



23 Austin College Debra Hunter 3.385
24 Hamline University Melissa Young-Kruse 3.378
25 North Central College Emily Bauer 3.377

 NAIA
 Coach Brenda Mechels set the standard high at the beginning of the season with one
 of the team's goals being to hold the top spot in the Academic Top 25 once again.
 The Dana College women's basketball squad achieved this goal with flying colors,
 topping the charts once again at number one. Prior to their number one ranking this
 season and last, the Lady Vikings' posted ranks of 22nd and fifth. 

 "When we received the honor last year, it was something that the team wanted to
 repeat because it was such a great honor. This is going to mean a great deal to them
 and they take a lot of pride in the academic part of college," Mechels said. "It is a
 great honor for not only Dana College, but also our program and it is a tribute to the
 type of character that the athletes here have shown and their work ethic in the
 classroom." 

 The WBCA Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NAIA is as follows:

School 2006-07 Head
 Coach Team GPA

1 Dana College Brenda Mechels 3.617
2 Indiana Wesleyan University Steve Brooks 3.598
3 Oklahoma Christian University Stephanie Findley 3.591
4 Freed-Hardeman University Dale Neal 3.559
5 Davenport University Mark Youngs 3.552
6 University of Montana - Western Kevin Engellant 3.538
7 Blue Mountain College Lavon Driskell 3.512
8 Carlow University John Brown 3.495
9 Mount Marty College Chuck Iverson 3.484
10 Northwestern College Earl Woudstra 3.449
11 Westminster College JD Gustin 3.438
12 Berry College Jonathan Norton 3.397
13 Campbellsville University Donna Wise 3.394
14 Savannah College Of Art & Design Stephany Raines 3.385
15 Huntington University Lori Culler 3.367
16 Olivet Nazarene University Doug Porter 3.360
17 Lewis-Clark State College Brian Orr 3.358
18 Loyola University Mary Plaisance 3.342
19 Doane College Tracee Fairbanks 3.340
20 Montana State University-Northern Chris Mouat 3.325
21 Midland Lutheran College Joanne Bracker 3.312
22T Trevecca Nazarene University Gary Van Atta 3.308



22T Cornerstone University Carla Fles 3.308

24 University Of Mobile Martha Gore-
Algernon 3.292

25 Menlo College Caitlin Collier 3.290

 Junior College/Community College
 Iowa Lakes Community College not only appears for the first time on the WBCA
 Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll, but they take the number one seed. Head coach
 Brian Radtke hopes to make this academic success a yearly effort. The squad's
 excellence in the classroom carried over to the court as the team finished with an
 outstanding record of 27-4. 

 "I definitely feel that it is a great honor to even be able to work with these types of
 student-athletes. These women really worked incredibly hard for us this year. We
 finished 27-4 on the year, and to actually be academically successful also is just a
 great honor," Radtke said. "I know once they hear about this they will be ecstatic
 about it. They worked very hard in the classroom and on the court." 

 The WBCA Academic Top 20** Team Honor Roll for JC/CC is as follows:

School 2006-07 Head Coach Team GPA
1 Iowa Lakes CC Brian Radtke 3.590
2 Southwestern Christian Ski Wyrick 3.414
3 North Arkansas College Rusty Kennedy 3.396
4 Marshalltown CC Larry Roberts 3.336
5 Lincoln College Carol Wilson 3.302
6 Western Texas College Tammy Davis 3.295
7 Ventura College Ned Mircetic 3.272
8 Lon Morris College Rosalyn Floyd 3.262
9 Colby CC Tom Stephens 3.238
10 John Wood CC Norman Rodriguez 3.218

11 Minnesota West Comm. & Tech.
 Coll. Michael Fury 3.164

12 Seward County CC Toby Wynn 3.140
13 Tyler JC Trenia Tillis 3.129
14 North Idaho College Chris Carlson 3.094
15 Independence CC Tony Turner 3.093
16 Umpqua CC David Stricklin 3.048
17 Okaloosa-Walton CC Brittney Ezell 3.016
18 Lackawanna JC Staci Hughes 2.954
19 Phoenix College Samantha Ezell 2.895
20 Danville Area CC Lyle Hicks 2.778

**= Due to the limited number of nominations for junior college and community



 colleges, the WBCA has ranked the Top 20 schools.


