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WBCA Announces Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for 
2003-04 Season 

 

NCAA Divisions I, II, III, NAIA & JC/CC Schools Earn Distinction 

Atlanta, Ga. - The Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) announced its 
2003-2004 Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division I, NCAA Division II, 
NCAA Division III, NAIA and Junior College/Community College. The award recognizes 
the nation's highest team grade point averages (GPA) for the 2003-04 season based 
upon nominations submitted by WBCA-member head coaches. 

“It always brings the WBCA esteemed pleasure to recognize women’s basketball 
programs that have not only committed themselves on the court, but academically as 
well,” said WBCA CEO Beth Bass. “Each of these teams has set a benchmark of success 
in the classroom among their peers and in the sport.” 

ACADEMIC TOP 25 TEAM HONOR ROLL 2003-2004 
Division       Institution         2003-04 Head Coach GPA Top 25 Range  
NCAA I         Eastern Washington University      Wendy Schuller  3.626 3.626-3.259 

NCAA II        Drury University              Nyla Milleson  3.820 3.820-3.341 

NCAA III       Buena Vista University         Janet Berry  3.603 3.603-3.380 

NAIA            Concordia (NE) University         Todd Voss  3.621 3.621-3.261 

JC/CC          Frank Phillips College         Michael Wells  3.480 3.480-3.088* 

*Top 10 Range 

Eastern Washington, Drury, Buena Vista and Frank Phillips College all make their debut 
at the No. 1 spot for the 2003-2004 Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll, while Concordia 
University – Nebraska continues its streak, claiming No. 1 honors for a monumental fifth 
straight year. 

GPAs are calculated by dividing the total number of quality points earned by each student-
athlete on an institution’s squad list in the given academic terms by the total number of 
hours earned by the team. The GPAs are rounded to the nearest thousandth of a point. 

NCAA Division I 

After leading the Eastern Washington University women’s basketball team to its best three 

seasons since 1988, fourth-year head coach Wendy Schuller continues to move the Eagles on 



 

to bigger and better things.  Finishing the season at 17-12, Eastern was ranked No. 3 in last 

year’s Academic Top 25. “I am proud of our players for working so hard,” said Schuller.  “At the 

beginning of the year, it was a goal we set.  A basketball championship is great, but this is an 

unbelievable honor.” 

The WBCA Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division I is as follows:  

Rank Institution     2003-04 Head Coach  GPA 

1. Eastern Washington University  Wendy Schuller   3.626      
2. Indiana State University   Jim Wiedie    3.577             
3. Iowa State University   Bill Fennelly    3.480              
4. Fairleigh Dickinson University  Sandy Gordon Gaglioti  3.475       
5. Northern Arizona University  Laurie Kelly    3.436             
6. Valparaiso University   Keith Freeman   3.397              
7. Villanova University    Harry F. Perretta   3.353      
8. Morehead State University   Laura Litter    3.349           
9. State University of N.Y. at Binghamton Richard Conover   3.336              
10. University Of Vermont   Sharon Dawley   3.330     
11. Belmont University    Tony Cross    3.325    
12. Iona College     Anthony Bozzella   3.317    
13. University Of Maine    Sharon Versyp   3.314         
14. Lehigh University    Susan Troyan   3.310           
15. University Of Detroit Mercy   Michael Barrett   3.308     
16. Saint Bonaventure University  Jim Crowley    3.306    
17. Oakland University    Eileen Shea-Hilliard   3.290           
18. University Of Washington   June Daugherty   3.284         
19T. Creighton University   Jim Flanery    3.281       
19T. University Of Wisconsin, Green Bay Kevin Borseth   3.281        
21. Weber State University   Carla Taylor    3.278         
22. University Of Notre Dame   Muffet McGraw   3.277       
23. Robert Morris College   Sal Buscaglia   3.276    
24. University Of Tennessee, Martin  Tara Tansil    3.261        
25. University Of Wyoming   Joe Legerski    3.259 

NCAA Division II 

Since taking over the helm of the Lady Panthers women’s basketball program, Drury 
University Head Coach Nyla Milleson’s teams have managed to keep themselves in the 
top 10 of the WBCA Academic Team Honor Roll. This year, they claim the top spot and 
lead all other divisions with the highest team GPA after placing 10th last year.  In addition 
to their classroom success, Drury also reached the NCAA Division II national 
championship game where they came up one victory shy of a title to California University 
of PA. “This is an incredible accomplishment,” remarked Milleson.  “This caps off a great 
season both on and off the court.  I feel fortunate and blessed with a team of intelligent 
young ladies.”  



 

The WBCA Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division II is as follows:  

Rank Institution     2003-04 Head Coach GPA 

1. Drury University    Nyla Milleson   3.820                 
2. University Of Findlay   Carolyn Mair   3.676                     
3. Saint Martin's College   Timothy J. Healy  3.628                  
4. West Liberty State College   Lynn Ullom   3.580                        
5. Abilene Christian University  Shawna L. Lavender 3.578                        
6. Regis University    Linda Raunig   3.553                     
7. Augustana College    Dave Krauth   3.521                          
8. University Of Minnesota - Crookston Mike Curfman  3.451                        
9. Minnesota State University   Karla Nelson   3.449                      
10. University Of Nebraska   Carol Russell   3.421                      
11. University Of Indianapolis   Teri Moren   3.420                      
12. Colorado School Of Mines   Paula Krueger  3.410               
13. South Dakota State University  Aaron Johnston  3.407                       
14. Southwestern Okla. St. University  Shelly Pond   3.401                                 
15. California University Of PA   Darcie Vincent  3.394                       
16. Philadelphia University   Thomas Shirley  3.389               
17. Ferris State University   Tracey Fisk   3.384                       
18. Pittsburg State University   Steve High   3.383                        
19. Nova Southeastern University  Marilyn Rule Heinrich 3.379                      
20T. Emporia State University   Brandon Schneider  3.372                      
20T. Western St. Coll. Of Colorado  Sandee L. Mott    3.372                          
22. Saint Cloud State University  Lori Ulferts   3.371                           
23. Wayne State College   Ryun Williams  3.365                     
24. Southwest Baptist University  Jim Middleton  3.344                       
25. Colorado Christian University  Kristen Buckley  3.341 

NCAA Division III 

The last time head coach Janet Berry’s Buena Vista University Beavers were in the academic 

rankings, they finished at 25. This year, they made an incredible comeback leaping to the head 

of the class with an overall GPA of 3.603.  “Last year was a banner year for us,” Berry attested. 

“We set a record for wins in a season. What a thrill it is to be the top academic team!  Our kids 

are committed on the court and in the classroom.” 

The WBCA Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NCAA Division III is as follows:  

Rank Institution     2003-04 Head Coach GPA 

1. Buena Vista University   Janet Berry   3.603                 
2. York College     Betsy Witman  3.551                 
3. Trinity University    Becky Geyer   3.548                   
4. Whitworth College    Helen Higgs   3.545                 



 

5. Nebraska Wesleyan University  Brad White   3.525                          
6. Messiah College    Michael Miller  3.510              
7T. Webster University    Ryan Barke   3.506               
7T. Connecticut College     Laura Hungerford  3.506                     
9. University Of St. Thomas   Tricia Dornisch  3.492                      
10. Coe College     Melissa Bruner  3.488                
11. Gustavus Adolphus College  Mickey Haller  3.477                      
12. Swarthmore College   Adrienne Shibles  3.470                      
13. Maryville University-St. Louis  Chris Ellis   3.466                           
14. Hardin-Simmons University  Shanna Briggs  3.429                           
15. Adrian College    Kathy Morris   3.423                              
16. King's College    Bryan Whitten  3.422                          
17. College Of Notre Dame Of MD  Scot Reisinger  3.420                          
18. Wellesley College    Kathy Hagerstrom  3.417                          
19. Baldwin-Wallace College   Cheri Harrer   3.411                       
20. Southwestern University   Kerri R. Brinkoeter  3.406                     
21. University Of Puget Sound   Suzy Barcomb  3.399               
22. Simpson College    Brian Niemuth  3.395                       
23. Ohio Northern University   Michele Durand  3.394                         
24. Muhlenberg College    Ronald P. Rohn  3.392                          
25. College Of St. Scholastica   Stacy Deadrick  3.380 

NAIA 

Concordia University (NE) has once again raised the bar for academic achievement, 
earning a record fifth consecutive first-place finish atop the WBCA Academic Top 25 
Team Honor Roll. No other team – NCAA, NAIA or JC/CC – has equaled this feat. In 
2003, 2002, 2001, and 2000, the Bulldogs took the top spot with GPAs of 3.660, 3.685, 
3.735, and 3.731, respectively.  “We are really proud of this achievement,” said Todd 
Voss, head coach of Concordia.  “We stress excellence on the court and in the class.  
This is a tremendous honor - to receive this recognition for a fifth year in a row.” 

The WBCA Academic Top 25 Team Honor Roll for NAIA is as follows:  

Rank Institution     2003-04 Head Coach GPA 

1. Concordia University-Nebraska  Todd M. Voss  3.621                          
2. MidAmerica Nazarene University  William Olin   3.608                     
3. Savannah College of Art & Design Eddie Concepcion  3.595                 
4. Northwestern College   Earl Woudstra  3.591                        
5. Dana College    Brenda E. Mechels  3.558                          
6. Mount Marty College   Chuck Iverson  3.529                        
7. Shorter College    Vic Mitchell   3.475                       
8. Georgetown College   Susan Johnson  3.465                         
9. Midland Lutheran College   Joanne Bracker  3.457                      
10. Fresno Pacific University   Diane Wiese   3.443                       



 

11. Freed-Hardeman University  Dale E. Neal   3.420                       
12. University of Montana - Western  Kevin Engellant  3.412                         
13. Lee University    Marty Rowe   3.409                      
14. Doane College    Tracee Fairbanks  3.406                     
15T. Covenant College    Roy Heintz   3.387                    
15T. Tiffin University    Leslie Mugg   3.387                          
17. University Of Mobile    Martha Gore-Algernon 3.385                       
18. Cornerstone University   Carla Fles   3.352                          
19. N.Georgia College & State University Buffie Burson  3.341                       
20. Grand View College    Garey Smith   3.331                        
21. Judson College    Tory Gum   3.328                      
22. Southwestern College   Dave Denly   3.310                    
23. Midway College    Timothy Southers  3.305                       
24T. University Of Rio Grande   David Smalley  3.261                        
24T. Carroll College    Shawn Nelson  3.261 

Junior College/Community College 

Under the direction of new head coach Michael Wells, the Lady Plainsmen start the season on a 

positive note earning their first-ever No.1 ranking.   Frank Phillips College athletic director, John 

Green shared: “I appreciate the WBCA for taking time to recognize efforts off the court.  We set 

goals that we would turn the athletic program around while maintaining the integrity in the 

classroom, and awards like this show that this is what we are doing.”   

The WBCA Academic Top 10* Team Honor Roll for JC/CC is as follows:  

Rank Institution     2003-04 Head Coach GPA 

1. Frank Phillips College    Michael Wells   3.480 

2. Lincoln College    Carol Wilson   3.456 

3. Kishwaukee College    Karen Wiley   3.397 

4. Northeastern Junior College   Wendy Hirschfeld  3.383 

5. South Plains College    Lyndon Hardin   3.377 

6. Columbia Basin Community College  Cheryl Holden   3.266 

7. Northland C & T College   Michael Zachow  3.251 

8. Yavapai College    Brad Clifford   3.126 

9. Salt Lake Community College  Betsy Specketer  3.101 

10. Ventura College    Ned Mircetic   3.088 

°2004-2005 Head Coach 

* = Due to the limited number of nominations for junior and community colleges, the WBCA has ranked 
the Top 10 schools. 

Founded in 1981, the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) promotes women’s 

basketball by unifying coaches at all levels to develop a reputable identity for the sport and to 



 

foster and promote the development of the game in all of its aspects as an amateur sport for 

women and girls.  For more information about the WBCA, please visit WBCA.org. 

-- WBCA -- 


